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Clouds are gathering on the horizon. In country after country, region after region, feminist

movements are facing serious backlash. Women, girls, trans and intersex people are being

attacked for who they are and what they do, all over the world. Patriarchy, racism, colonialism,

and conflict have become increasingly visible – from genocide in Palestine, to war in Sudan, to

the rise of anti-rights forces in the Netherlands.

As hate, conflict and division grow around us, we feel the weight of sadness and fear. Yet it is

essential to remember – and to remind ourselves – that this backlash is happening because

feminist movements are winning. Slowly but steadily, we are breaking into a system that is

centuries-old and deeply entrenched. We are no strangers to backlash: time and time again we

have confronted it, and time and time again, we have risen.

In these difficult times, we know that many feminist activists risk losing their livelihoods, their

health, and even their lives. We share in the grief of this moment. At the same time, we are in

awe of their determination to hold the line – an awe that pushes us at Mama Cash to meet their

determination and courage. Despite immense challenges, feminist movements keep working to

build a world in which our planet and everyone on it thrives. They persist in the difficult

conversations needed to strengthen collective power. Even in the face of huge threats, feminist

activists are determined to create a world where everyone can experience pleasure and joy.
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Forty years of impact
In 2024, we reflected on the work of the feminist movements we have supported over our four

decades of existence. In honour of our 40th anniversary, we commissioned the study Change

that Lasts: 40 Years of Impact (see Learning, monitoring, and evaluation), which showed in no

uncertain terms that the feminist movements we’ve supported have had a profound impact on

people’s lives by securing fundamental changes in laws, policies, and societal and cultural

norms. Sometimes through major strides, more often with small steps, grantee-partners of

Mama Cash are building a more peaceful, just, and sustainable world.

In Morocco, Trans Dynamics is raising the visibility of trans people, increasing awareness about

the issues that affect them, and advocating for laws to ensure that trans people’s human rights

are respected. Together with other LGBTQ+ organisations and feminist organisations, Trans

Dynamics took part in Morocco’s UN human rights review and prepared a shadow report. As a

result of their work, trans people have been officially recognised by Morocco as key populations

for inclusion in healthcare programs. In Angola, Arquivo de Identidade Angolano (AIA) is

advocating for LBTQI+ rights and building an archive of LBTQI+ experiences and history. AIA has

translated key LBTQI+ resources, offered legal and mental health support to its community

members, and, in 2024, held the first South-South LGBTIQ+ Lusofonia (Portuguese-speaking)

meeting, which involved participants from Angola, Mozambique, Cape Verde, Brazil, and

Portugal.

Island PRIDE, a self-led group that focuses on Indigenous women’s leadership on climate

change is raising awareness, organising advocacy campaigns, and building a strong network of

Indigenous women, young women and girls in Micronesia. They have successfully connected

their national struggle with global advocacy, including through their participation in the

Micronesia country delegation to the UN General Assembly (UNGA), where, for the first time, the

President explicitly supported and included gender equality in the country’s statement to the

UNGA.

Years of intensive advocacy, campaigning, and public outreach by UTSOPI, the Belgian Union of

Sex Workers, resulted in a huge victory in 2024 with the groundbreaking approval of the first

holistic labour law for sex work in 2024. The new law builds on the movement’s collective

success in 2022 to decriminalise sex work in Belgium. In Poland, years of feminist advocacy,

including efforts by Abortion Dream Team, put abortion rights on Parliament’s agenda in 2024.

Supported by Mama Cash, feminist movements are making progress in dismantling oppressive

systems. They are making it easier for women, girls, and trans and intersex people to exist in

peace and dignity, and to thrive as individuals and in communities.

https://mamacash.jaarverslag.org/money/#learning-monitoring-evaluation
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Getting it right
The stories of these grantee-partners, like those in our Impact Study, confirm once again that

progress takes time and change is rarely linear. Successes and setbacks go hand in hand.

Feminist movements must continually respond to evolving challenges and opportunities, which

makes Mama Cash’s core, flexible, and long-term funding essential.

The Impact Study confirmed that how we fund is as important as what we fund. In feedback

from grantee-partners, we consistently hear (see Learning, monitoring, and evaluation) that they

appreciate how accessible and supportive Mama Cash is – that Mama Cash staff are always

responsive and willing to support. They also tell us how much they value our efforts to connect

them to other feminist groups and movements in their own countries, as well as regionally and

globally. In the context of a relentless uphill battle, grantee-partners say that these connections

make their struggle just a little bit easier.

One of our key objectives is to share our learning with the wider donor community and to

mobilise more and better resources for feminist movements. The Impact Study showed that

Mama Cash’s long-term advocacy has effectively influenced how donors think about distributing

their resources, as well as how movements think about their right to these resources. We have

also succeeded in bringing more money into the wider feminist ecosystem. In 2024, we

welcomed support from new institutional, philanthropic, and individual donors (see Money), and

made headway in our efforts to ensure that climate finance reaches the feminist movements

who are driving climate action.

‘Mama Cash’s influence extends far
beyond the grant we received. Their
support and engagement are
invaluable, providing us with the
resources and confidence to advance
our mission. Mama Cash fosters a
network of solidarity and
empowerment that strengthens our
community and aligns perfectly with
our goals…’
– Grantee-partner response, Grantee and Applicant Perception Survey

conducted by the Center for Effective Philanthropy, 2024

https://mamacash.jaarverslag.org/money/#learning-monitoring-evaluation
https://mamacash.jaarverslag.org/money/
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Fearless Foundation for the Arts, credit: Fabrice Bourgelle

Matching their courage
Yet funding for feminist movements remains limited, and nowhere near the amount of funding

fuelling the far right. At exactly the time when our movements need it most, funding for gender

justice, women’s rights, and civil society in general is under grave threat. In times like these, as

fear threatens to isolate us, our collective work is more necessary than ever. As part of the

Count Me In! Consortium, the Global Alliance for Green and Gender Action, and the Alliance for

Feminist Movements, we have shown the incredible power of feminist collaboration. We know

that by creating and building alliances we are weaving the social fabric that will keep us strong.

In the coming year, together with our allies, we will work together to secure new financial

commitments for feminist movements and organisations, including feminist funds.

Just as feminist movements remain determined in the face of backlash, so must we be. Mama

Cash is committed to matching the courage and boldness of the feminist activists we support.

The challenges ahead demand us to follow their lead and resist being ruled by fear. Whether that

means showing up on the streets, or backing feminist movements with money, now is the time

for each and every one of us to do our part.
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As we write this, we feel the rage and power rising in our throats. We know that when feminists

come together the world can change. We appreciate your dedication to Mama Cash, and we

thank you for reading our annual report and this introduction. We also want to ask you, if you

also feel the same rage, to consider learning about other feminist funds that might be closer to

you or your cause and donating to them. Each one of us can help change the world. Support

feminism.



Introducing  
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Since 1983, Mama Cash has awarded approximately €150
million to women’s, girls’, and trans and intersex people’s
groups worldwide.

What world do we want to see?
A world where every woman, girl, and trans and intersex person has the power

and resources to participate fully and equally in creating a peaceful, just, and

sustainable world.

How are we contributing?
Courageous women’s, girls’, and trans and intersex people’s human rights

organisations worldwide need funding and supportive networks to grow and

transform their communities. Mama Cash mobilises resources from individuals

and institutions, makes grants to these self-led, feminist organisations, and

helps build the partnerships and networks needed to successfully defend and

advance women’s, girls’, and trans and intersex people’s human rights globally.
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What problem are we trying to change?
Societies are deliberately constructed in unjust and unequal ways, and this

disproportionately impacts women, girls, trans people, and intersex people.

How can this problem be solved?
We know that strong, autonomous feminist movements drive meaningful

change in the world. Their presence leads to more positive outcomes than other

factors like national wealth or the number of women in government. Strong and

autonomous feminist movements are creating life-affirming and life-sustaining

change in the world through self-led organising and collective action. Feminists

– individuals, groups, and women’s and feminist funds – are building

movements and contesting, generating, exercising, and amplifying power. To

secure and sustain structural change, feminists need resources that are tailored,

accessible, and responsive to different and changing contexts and ways of

working.
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What are we doing?
We have two strategies that build on our knowledge, politics, and position: 1) we

support feminist movements through grantmaking and accompaniment; and 2)

we mobilise resources to underpin our movements strategy and influence the

funding system to make more and better money available for feminist

movements.

Our values lead the way…

Curious

We believe that a more just and joyous world is ours to create and discover. We foster our own

and others’ learning by intentionally making space to explore and experiment, and by dreaming

big.

Courageous

For women, girls, trans people, and intersex people reaching for liberation, the stakes are high

and the outcomes matter. We remain determined and committed to making bold choices, even

in the face of crisis, opposition, and difficulty. We are responsive to changing circumstances and

seek to match the courage of the movements we support.

Inclusive

We know that collectively, we are wiser and stronger. We are dedicated to forging strong

partnerships with all who share our vision, based on respect, trust, and solidarity, and centring

the leadership of those most affected by injustice.

Accountable

We recognise that we are in community with others and are accountable to those we share this

work with. We commit to openness in giving and receiving feedback, transparency, and power-

sharing in our decision-making, and honesty in our communications.
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‘Everything has been very smooth and
easy. It truly has been a simple and
easy process that reflects their vision
on funding and grantmaking. Part of
this involves giving us a lot of space
and not being too “on top of us”; this
has been very helpful, and we really
appreciate their confidence in us.’
– Grantee-partner response, Grantee and Applicant Perception Survey

conducted by the Center for Effective Philanthropy, 2024



Grantmaking and 
accompaniment

Fearless Foundation  
for the Arts, credit: Gayatri Ganju
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Mama Cash’s grantmaking and accompaniment is geared
toward building and sustaining strong feminist movements,
which are critical for lasting change, especially in times of
political and social backlash.

We channel resources to women’s, girls’, and trans and intersex people’s rights organisations

and activists worldwide to support their collective action and to strengthen connections within

and across social movements.

Mama Cash has always understood that change can only be secured by those whose visions

are the clearest, the most urgent, and the most pertinent to systemic social injustices. We put

money directly into the capable hands of individuals, groups, networks, and initiatives led by

women, girls, and trans and intersex people who are tackling the inequities and injustices their

communities are facing. The grantee-partners we support have a personal stake in the

outcomes of their work, and they possess the relevant knowledge and wisdom to shape

solutions. Mama Cash gives grantee-partners the space to use their grant as they need to in

response to their changing contexts. We accompany them as they evolve and learn.

Mama Cash’s core, long-term support and accompaniment enables grantee-partners to direct

the path of their work, cover their full costs, and adequately respond to sudden opportunities or

threats. It helps them strengthen their organisations and their work, build community and power,

hold decision-makers accountable, and drive lasting change in laws, policies, and social norms.

Through funding and accompaniment to women, girls, and trans and intersex people who have

been most affected by systems of oppression and resource deprivation, we work to achieve

respect for human rights and a peaceful, just, and sustainable world.

In addition to our own grantmaking and accompaniment, we are honoured to continue to host

the Red Umbrella Fund, the first and only global grantmaking fund by and for sex workers.

Our approach
Our approach to grantmaking and accompaniment is driven by the conviction that philanthropy

is most effective when community members themselves direct resources to their self-identified

areas of need. Guided by this belief, we are committed to sharing power in our decision-making

process as a fully participatory grantmaker.
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We involve applicants and potential grantee-partners in grantmaking decisions because they

have insights into the kind of support that movements and activists need. Through our

participatory grantmaking processes, where feminist activists make the final decision on grants,

we draw on the collective experience and expertise of activists from different regions,

movements, constituencies, and perspectives. They bring contextual knowledge, lived

experience, and visionary social and political judgement to the process of reviewing proposals

and making decisions. We believe that disrupting the traditional grantmaking process in this

way is powerful: by democratising decision-making and sharing the power of grantmaking, we

transform the power balance of the funder-partner relationship. We also transform the nature of

power itself, by expanding it and distributing it more broadly. The process ensures that

decisions are better attuned to the movements that are fighting for a just and liberated world.

We know from experience that with the right kind of funding and support, feminist movements

are stronger, more coordinated, and in a better position to make the change they envision – from

challenging dominant narratives, to securing rights and creating the peaceful, sustainable, just

and joyful societies they know are possible. Our grantmaking and accompaniment supports

feminist movements so that they are autonomous, pluralist, inclusive, and resilient.

‘The quality of the processes together
with Mama Cash has been excellent.
Mama Cash has been attentive and
respectful in all processes—from
accepting our first grant, to follow-up
and evaluation meetings, to renewals.’
– Grantee-partner response, Grantee and Applicant Perception Survey

conducted by the Center for Effective Philanthropy, 2024



17

Grants made in 2024

Overview of grants made in 2024: 3 cross-regional, 26 in the Americas and the Caribbean, 77 in

Europe and Central & North Asia, 50 in Africa and West Asia, and 62 in East, South & Southeast

Asia, and Oceania.

Participatory grantmaking: An interview with members of the
COM COM

Feminist activists play a decisive role in all five of Mama Cash’s funds. In the case of the

Resilience Fund, decisions are made by the Community Committee (COM COM), who are part of

the Global Advisory Network. The COM COM’s eleven members, who serve a maximum of two

three-year terms, bring a variety of experience, knowledge, and perspectives to the process.

Nana Abuelsoud is a feminist activist based in Egypt. She is active in transnational sexual and

reproductive justice movements and focuses on the interlinked issues of population policy and

macroeconomics, with particular attention to the right to have children and the threat of modern

eugenics, which deems some segments of society as disposable. She became involved with

Mama Cash through her participation in a feminist collective, which first received a grant from

Mama Cash in 2018. She joined the COM COM in 2023.

Anonymous is a feminist cultural artist, activist, and decolonial knowledge producer.1

Embedded in decolonial feminist and youth leadership movements in her region, she works for

development justice, and to advance the rights of sex workers, and trans and intersex people,

among others. Prior to joining the COM COM in 2023, she was involved in participatory

grantmaking through a mini-grant mechanism of a feminist organisation.
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What is participatory grantmaking and why does it matter?

Nana: Participatory grantmaking matters because it brings feminist activists into the decision-

making process. These activists have deep, lived knowledge that traditional staff-led

grantmaking often misses. By ensuring that activists lead the work, participatory grantmaking

shifts power to those who understand the issues firsthand. Because no matter how many staff

members an organisation or donor has, they can never fully grasp the realities that activists

experience daily.

Anonymous: When I first started on the COM COM, we mainly thought about participatory

grantmaking primarily to bring feminist activists’ expertise to the decision-making space. I’ve

now come to understand participatory grantmaking as a living organism, to be continuously

shaped, refined, and questioned. Being in the COM COM means you are accountable to your

movements. You are monitoring the whole grantmaking process and how it works – from the

questions on the application, to the tools for decision-making, and the influence of geopolitics in

the process.

‘By ensuring that activists lead the
work, participatory grantmaking shifts
power to those who understand the
issues firsthand.’

How does the COM COM work in practice? What are the challenges?

Nana: Mama Cash accompanies us throughout the process – there is a lot of institutional

investment in the COM COM. Prior to starting the decision-making process, the staff briefs us

on what current grantee-partners say are important issues or trends. Each COM COM member

gets assigned a batch of applications to review. Then in a crammed week of back-to-back

meetings guided by two very helpful external facilitators, we present, discuss, and vote on each

application.

Anonymous: To make decisions, we use the Resilience Fund criteria, like whether the work of

the applicant will indeed bring about structural change, whether it contributes to alliance

building, etc. But it’s very difficult to make decisions because all the groups are so good and

deserving.

Nana: Mama Cash doesn’t have enough resources to fund all the groups. In 2024, we were only

able to fund 16 of 31 shortlisted applicants.2 The resources are super limited.
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How do you come to a decision?

Anonymous: The COM COM members are all feminists, but it’s important to realise that there

are various feminisms, various knowledges and assumptions that can create misunderstanding

and tensions in the decision-making process. An important part of the process is collective

reflection on each application.

Nana: Many of us change our minds when we hear the perspectives of other COM COM

members. We all come to the process with honesty and humbleness. We recognise there are

things we don’t know. It’s a learning process for us, and for the Mama Cash staff. The fact that

Mama Cash is open to learning and not just sitting still is really impressive.

In December, Mama Cash supported the participation of COM COM members in the AWID

International Forum, where they co-organised the session, ‘Be the funder you’ve always dreamed

of having: Reclaiming community power through funding.’ During the session, they shared best

practices, challenges, and lessons learned. COM COM members provide ongoing feedback to

Mama Cash about the entire grantmaking process.

1 This is a COM COM member who wishes to stay anonymous for security reasons.

2 Out of 1,251 eligible applications received in 2024.

Our funds
We provide all of our grantmaking to new groups through participatory grantmaking funds.

Members of our Global Advisory Network – feminist activists based in different geographic

areas, from different constituencies, with diverse thematic expertise, experience, and

connections – play a key role in funding decisions.

The Resilience Fund provides core, flexible, long-term grants to self-led feminist groups,

collectives, and organisations, and to women’s and feminist funds. The Community Committee

(‘COM COM’) makes funding decisions for new groups.

The Revolution Fund supports timely, one-off initiatives that create or respond to a strategic

opportunity for change or seed a new project or idea. Throughout the year, ad hoc groups of

experts drawn from our Global Advisory Network review proposals and make the funding

decisions.

The Radical Love Fund supports individual trailblazing feminist activists to coordinate or

catalyse projects, such as personal-political work, creative initiatives, and networking that

strengthens bonds across groups or movements. In 2024, the Global Advisory Network made

the final funding decisions.
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The Solidarity Fund was developed by and for women’s and feminist funds to strengthen and

support the feminist funding ecosystem. It provides one-time grants to women’s and feminist

funds to address specific organisational needs. A committee of women’s and feminist funds

makes the funding decisions. In 2024, there was no call for applications for the Solidarity Fund.

Our focus was on creating a participatory decision-making process, which allowed us to provide

long-term support to five new women’s and feminist funds through the Resilience Fund.

The Spark Fund provides grants to strengthen the bold work of communities of women, girls,

and trans and intersex people working in the Netherlands and the islands of Aruba, Bonaire,

Curaçao, St. Maarten, St. Eustatius, and Saba.3 The Spark Fund Steering Committee, composed

of activists who have previously received a Spark grant, makes the funding decisions.

3 The islands of Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, St. Maarten, St. Eustatius, and Saba were colonised by the Netherlands as far back as

1631. Today, the Kingdom of the Netherlands keeps its constitutional, economic, cultural, administrative, and financial ties with

the islands – Aruba, Curaçao, and St. Maarten are countries within the Kingdom of the Netherlands, while Bonaire, St. Eustatius,

and Saba are appointed ‘special municipalities’ belonging to the Netherlands. Because of the profound and lasting impact of

colonialism by the Dutch on these islands, the Spark Fund explicitly names these six islands when describing its scope and

provides support to feminist movements on these islands.

Our accompaniment
Our long-term grantee-partners receive accompaniment support to obtain, improve, and retain

the skills, knowledge, tools, equipment, and other resources needed to fulfil their missions. We

are committed to providing accompaniment that is transparent, structural, partner-led, and

sustainable.

Accompaniment support considers the specific self-identified needs and trajectories of each

grantee-partner and can be both financial and non-financial in nature. Examples include

providing information about funding opportunities and introductions to donors, facilitating

convenings among partners, coordinating issue-specific projects with partner cohorts, or

making grants to respond to a specific organisational need, such as hiring a fundraising

consultant, or purchasing property or equipment. Accompaniment is geared to ensuring that

grantee-partners have strong structures in place, so they are well-equipped in the long-term to

make the changes they want to see in the world.

The grantee-partners we support are used to working in extremely difficult contexts, yet

sometimes they are faced with an acute emergency or crisis, such as war or natural disaster. In

2024, we provided additional funding to grantee-partners in Lebanon and Nepal to respond to

crises they were facing.
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Alongside grants, Mama Cash accompanies grantee-partners
as they develop and learn according to their own vision.

Mama Cash accompaniment enables the groups and movements we support to set up and

strengthen the structures and mechanisms that make their work possible and sustainable in the

long-term. Our accompaniment primarily focuses on Resilience Fund grantee-partners and takes

different forms over the course of their relationship with Mama Cash, which averages about 10

years. In addition to non-financial accompaniment, such as advice and network-building,

grantee-partners can also receive accompaniment grants to address their specific

organisational needs.

Some grantee-partners used their accompaniment grants for strategic planning and reflection.

In Zimbabwe, African Women’s Collaborative for Healthy Food Systems convened their Steering

Committee to develop a new Strategic Plan. In Indonesia, Qbukatabu (Feminist Art and Culture

House) evaluated the implementation of their current Strategic Plan and made plans to develop

their website. The group’s website is one of their main tools for making feminist queer

communities visible in Indonesia, including bisexual, trans, non-binary, and intersex people. It

challenges harmful norms about sexuality and gender, and popularises queer feminist

perspectives on politics, art, and news.  

Mama Cash’s accompaniment also fosters connections and learning among grantee-partners.

In 2024, we were pleased to bring 12 grantee-partners together as part of an initiative focused

on care justice. Supported by Generation Foundation, the initiative explored grantee-partners’

understanding of and experience with unpaid care work. Following a participatory research

process, an in-person convening was held in May in the Netherlands to further exchange

knowledge and build solidarity around the issue of care. As part of the care justice initiative,

participating grantee-partners received an accompaniment grant of €10,000 to implement

projects related to care work. The convening provided a valuable opportunity for participants to

share and refine their project ideas, learn from each other’s experiences, and identify synergies. 

We also supported the participation of grantee-partners in key feminist spaces in 2024. With an

accompaniment grant, representatives from eight feminist organisations and eight women’s and

feminist funds, and five activists from Mama Cash’s COM COM attended the 15th AWID

International Forum in Bangkok, Thailand in December. The AWID Forum serves as a crucial

moment for feminist movements worldwide, drawing thousands of activists, and featuring

discussions, performances, networking spaces, and more.
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Mama Cash’s unique end-of-trajectory accompaniment grants help ensure that grantee-partners

are well-positioned to sustain their work beyond their time with Mama Cash. Groups may use

the grant to make an important large purchase, such as a building, office space, or a vehicle.

They can also use the grant to upgrade their facilities or systems, such as IT or financial

accounting systems, or to build their reserves. In 2024, a long-term grantee-partner that is

working to advance the rights of the LBT community in their region directed their end-of-

trajectory grant towards developing strong internal security protocols. The group designed and

implemented new security systems and conducted in-depth security trainings for all staff

members. Not only did they make solid strides in enhancing their own security, the group is now

recognised as a security expert in the region. Its members have served as facilitators, trainers,

and advisors on security issues for other activists in the region.



Resilience Fund
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Mama Cash supports women, girls, and trans and intersex
activists working to build collective power, claim justice, and
create, sustain, or revive ways of living that are just and fair.

The Resilience Fund provides core, flexible, long-term grants to self-led feminist groups,

collectives, organisations, and women’s funds. Our grantmaking and accompaniment effectively

supports grantee-partners working in adversarial contexts. Core, flexible, long-term support

recognises that success often leads to backlash, and that lasting impact takes time and

perseverance.

Number of grants

166
Total amount granted

€7.700.000
Average amount per grant

€46.386

17
new grants

6%
increase over last year
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Hawa Feminist Coalition

Luchadoras, a grantee-partner since 2016, is a feminist media and digital activist collective that

challenges stereotypes about women and gender that are promoted by mass and social media.

In 2024, it developed key research to advance knowledge on digital rights in Latin America,

including ethnographic research on digital violence in eight Latin American countries. The

research has led to increased dialogue and exchanges with movements in the region, which

allows Luchadoras to share lessons learned in the defence of human and digital rights,

understand how other movements develop strategies in their territories, and learn what they

have done to confront hate speech and anti-rights policies. Luchadoras also conducted research

on narratives countering hate speech, which resulted in a campaign and a ‘care kit’ to support

trans people and sexually and gender diverse people in addressing the issue. Thanks to this

research, over 30 people from Paraguay, Peru, and Mexico shared their experiences and

strategies of activism and resistance against online hate speech. This reflects Luchadoras’

commitment to safer, more inclusive communication from a feminist human rights perspective.

It also offers a new way of imagining the Internet based on its resistance and experiences in the

Global South.
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Through its programme and online platform, Genias (geniuses), the collective has established

alliances with other Latin American collectives. It has deepened regional partnerships and

facilitated the sharing of political reflections and analysis, resulting in the development of

shared strategies. In 2024, it also finalised a 10-year strategic plan, strengthened its

organisational systems, expanded its offices, and installed safety and security systems. The

strategic plan allowed Luchadoras to define the political project it is committed to and identify

the strategies and activities needed to consolidate its team, such as a collective care policy, a

remote work policy, and providing English classes for its team. It also allowed members to agree

on and articulate their vision, mission, and strategic objectives.

In Somalia, the young feminists of Hawa Feminist Coalition are working to promote the safety,

equality, justice, rights, and dignity of girls and young women. The group has been a grantee-

partner since 2022 and has organised several advocacy sessions to push for key legislation,

including the Sexual Offenses Bill and the Female Genital Mutilation Ban Bill. These bills aim to

strengthen legal protections for women and girls in Somalia but have not yet been passed. They

are expected to be debated in Parliament in 2025. To build public support, Hawa facilitated high-

profile TV panel discussions that brought together lawyers, religious scholars, elder women, and

young women to discuss the importance of these bills. Through these discussions, they reached

over 25,000 people across the country. Somalia’s Constitution bans female genital mutilation,

but this has not been fully enforced through national law. In May 2024, Galmudug State became

the first of six federal states to pass a law banning all forms of female genital mutilation. The

remaining states and the federal government have not yet followed and Hawa continues to

mobilise support for these crucial bills.

Feminism in India, a digital intersectional feminist media organisation, is amplifying feminist

voices, issues, and perspectives. Among other topics, it has exposed the living conditions of

menstruating women in prisons and amplified opinions against a recent regressive court ruling

involving a heterosexual couple. The group also provided exhaustive coverage of their recent

parliamentary elections, including ground reports, candidate profiles, and surveys of women and

queer voters. As a result of the contributions Feminism in India made to advancing the feminist

agenda in the media, one of its members was asked to contribute to a HarperCollins book on

influential women in history. Furthermore, the Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism

highlighted the group’s guides on reporting sensitively on gender-based violence and abortion.

https://series.luchadoras.mx/category/mujeres-guerreras/genias/
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In 2024, we received

nearly 2.500
applications, a record number

Since 2022, we have seen a staggering

70% increase
in applications to the Resilience Fund

Women’s and feminist funds
Women’s and feminist funds are crucial to the lasting success of feminist movements around

the world. Mama Cash supports women’s and feminist funds with grants under two funding

streams: the Resilience Fund and the Solidarity Fund. The Resilience Fund offers core, flexible,

long-term grants, while the Solidarity Fund provides one-time grants to women’s and feminist

funds to address specific organisational needs.

In 2024, we stepped up our support of new and emerging women’s and feminist funds – a key

objective within our broader commitment to strengthening the feminist funding ecosystem, and

the women’s and feminist funds community in particular. To achieve that aim, instead of making

Solidarity Fund grants, five new women’s and feminist fund grantee-partners were selected to

receive core grants under the Resilience Fund. Four of the five funds will receive a grant of

€60,000 in January 2025, with the intention to renew the funding for up to ten years.

Numun Fund is the first dedicated fund for feminist tech based in, led by, and serving feminist

movements in the Global South, or, in the fund’s own terms, the Larger World. Numun Fund aims

to seed, resource, and sustain feminist tech infrastructures to mobilise and redistribute

resources for the growing ecosystem of feminist tech activism. Women’s Fund Armenia and

Hungarian Women’s Fund are dedicated to mobilising resources and building strong

intersectional feminist movements in their countries.
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Urgent Action Fund Asia and Pacific is a feminist fund that responds to the urgent needs of

women, trans, and non-binary human rights defenders, organisations, and movements through

Rapid Response Grants, as well as outreach, accompaniment, and support for collective care

infrastructure. The francophone young feminist fund Fonds Pananetugri supports the

emergence and organisational development of groups and organisations led by girls and young

women in West Africa.

These five new partners were selected using a participatory approach. Eligible women’s and

feminist funds were invited to apply, and applicants were asked to share their perspectives on

the priorities that should be considered in the decision-making process. An ad hoc committee of

five members from Mama Cash’s Global Advisory Network made the final decision. Moving

forward, our aim is to develop an open call for applications from new women’s and feminist

funds every three years.

What women’s and feminist funds
achieved in 2024 with our support

100%
have a system of shared leadership and/or decision-making in place

75%
built or strengthened holistic security approaches

92%
built or strengthened (in)formal alliances in movements

75%
accessed, created, and/or defended space for feminist demands and influence

92%
contributed to changes in access and control over resources

83%
contributed to shifts in social, political, and cultural norms
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Record number of applicants
In 2024, Mama Cash invited applications from self-led feminist organisations and initiatives

based in Africa, West Asia, East Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, and Oceania. Limiting the

regions and number of new applications allowed us to prioritise core, long-term flexible funding

for existing grantee-partners and rebalance our grantmaking portfolio. Grantmaking decisions

for new grantee-partners are made by our Community Committee, activists drawn from our

Global Advisory Network who represent a diversity of feminist movements. Applicants also give

their input into the grantmaking process: we ask them to tell us what issues they think Mama

Cash should be funding. The Community Committee takes this input into account in its

decision-making.

The overwhelming demand for funding for feminist movements is reflected in the number of

applications to the Resilience Fund. In 2024, we received a record number – nearly 2,500. Since

2022, we have seen a staggering 70% increase in applications, highlighting the urgent need for

resources to advance women’s, girls’, trans, and intersex rights in the face of intensifying human

rights challenges, rising authoritarianism, and a well-funded, severe anti-rights, anti-gender

backlash. On one hand, we are witnessing consistent advancement towards justice across

regions, driven by the transformative work of our grantee-partners. At the same time, the

organisations and communities we support are facing escalating threats, violence, and

oppression.

To meet the growing demand for support, it is imperative that we sustain and expand our core,

flexible funding to these movements. As many bilateral funders and private donors turn away or

shift their funding priorities, Mama Cash remains steadfast in our commitment to funding

feminist movements.



Revolution Fund
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The Revolution Fund supports collective action when
opportunities for sudden change emerge.

To bring about radical, lasting change, feminist movements need to be agile. They must be

ready to seize opportunities or hold the line against backlash. To meet this need, the Revolution

Fund supports one-off initiatives that respond to, or create, a critical or strategic opportunity for

change. Initiatives may address an emergent issue or need or seed a promising new project or

idea.

Number of grants

19
Total amount granted

€161.100
Average amount per grant

€8.479

19
new grants
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National Indigenous Women Network

The Jamaican organisation Women’s Empowerment for Change (WE-Change) focuses on

promoting and supporting the rights of women, particularly queer Jamaican women. With a

Revolution Fund grant, the group is pushing for comprehensive changes to the Domestic

Violence Act, which is currently up for review. WE-Change is also raising awareness about other

bodies of law that criminalise and persecute people based on their sexual rights, such as

Jamaica’s Offences Against the Person’s Act. The group is building knowledge, skills, and

resources among its membership about these issues.

In Indonesia, violence against environmental defenders is among the highest in the world.4 To

address this, Solidaritas Perempuan Flobamoratas is developing a shared security system for

Indigenous women and women human rights defenders who are protecting their lands from the

threat of planned geothermal projects. Additionally, Solidaritas Perempuan Flobamoratas is

engaging in advocacy and campaigning to support their struggles.

With a Revolution Fund grant, sheEsecures is supporting sex workers in Ethiopia to develop

practical skills to advertise their services online, while also protecting themselves from online

gender-based violence. The initiative also builds support and sisterhood within the sex worker

community. This work is crucial, as rising political violence in Ethiopia has led to increased risks

for women and girls, including a surge in sex trafficking.5 Through an exhibition featuring

examples of online violence, sheEsecures aims to raise awareness about the problem, foster

dialogue, and promote legislative action.
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Nominations for the Revolution Fund are accepted from members of the Mama Cash

Supervisory Board and the Global Advisory Network, as well as staff. A committee of Mama

Cash staff makes a shortlist of eligible proposals. The final selection is made by a panel of

advisors from our Global Advisory Network. 

4 See https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/land-and-environmental-defenders/missing-voices/ and

https://dialogue.earth/en/justice/southeast-asias-environmental-defenders-on-the-frontline/.

5 See https://www.refugeesinternational.org/statements-and-news/refugees-international-alarmed-by-humanitarian-crisis-in-

tigray-effects-of-conflict-related-sexual-violence/.

https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/land-and-environmental-defenders/missing-voices/
https://dialogue.earth/en/justice/southeast-asias-environmental-defenders-on-the-frontline/
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/statements-and-news/refugees-international-alarmed-by-humanitarian-crisis-in-tigray-effects-of-conflict-related-sexual-violence/
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/statements-and-news/refugees-international-alarmed-by-humanitarian-crisis-in-tigray-effects-of-conflict-related-sexual-violence/


Radical Love Fund
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The Radical Love Fund supports the pioneering work of
individual feminist activists who are strengthening feminist
movements and advancing social change.

Many individual feminist activists are doing impactful, visionary movement building work, but

have difficulty accessing resources because they are not part of an established organisation.

This is particularly true of those who may be pushing the boundaries of feminist activism or may

lack certain privileges that facilitate access to employment or a formal role in an organisation.

Launched in 2022, the Radical Love Fund fills an important gap in the feminist funding

landscape by supporting individual activists who are coordinating or catalysing crucial feminist

work.

Number of grants

11
Total amount granted

€110.000
Average amount per grant

€10.000

11
new grants

10%
increase over last year







































https://www.alliancemagazine.org/opinion/learning-from-the-past-looking-to-the-future/










https://gaggaalliance.org/
https://gaggaalliance.org/we-women-are-water-call-to-action-to-support-and-finance-gender-just-climate-action/
https://gaggaalliance.org/we-women-are-water-call-to-action-to-support-and-finance-gender-just-climate-action/






https://cmiconsortium.org/cmi-publications/sex-workers-rights-based-inputs-on-un-report-for-violence-against-women-2024/
https://cmiconsortium.org/cmi-publications/sex-workers-rights-based-inputs-on-un-report-for-violence-against-women-2024/
https://cmiconsortium.org/wp-content/uploads/Resources-on-Sex-Workers-Rights_2024rev-1.pdf






https://www.alliancemagazine.org/blog/hiv-is-a-feminist-issue-a-call-to-action-for-funders/
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https://mamacash.jaarverslag.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/800/2025/04/This-Is-Your-Time.mp3
https://mamacash.jaarverslag.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/800/2025/04/This-Is-Your-Time.mp3






http://www.seehearspeakup.co.uk/


























https://mamacash.jaarverslag.org/financial-report/


























https://mamacash.jaarverslag.org/financial-report/#remuneration-executive-director-and-supervisory-board
https://mamacash.jaarverslag.org/financial-report/#remuneration-executive-director-and-supervisory-board
https://mamacash.jaarverslag.org/financial-report/#remuneration-executive-director-and-supervisory-board












https://mamacash.jaarverslag.org/financial-report/#explanatory-notes-for-the-statement-of-income-and-expenditures














































http://www.goededoelennederland.nl/


https://mamacash.jaarverslag.org/supervisory-board-report/
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